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Twenty-two  miles  long,  with  an  area  of  40,000  acres,  lies  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  off  the  coast  of  Southern  California,  three  hours’  travel  from  Los 
Angeles.  At  San  Pedro  one  embarks  on  a  modern  steamer  for  one  and 
one-half  hour’s  sail  on  the  blue-green  waters  of  the  Pacific.  Soon  appear  a 
drove  of  flying  fish  saulting  through  the  air,  diving  under  water,  quickly  to 
reappear  and  continue  their  flight  from  the  pursuit  of  the  leaping  tuna.  School 
upon  school  of  these  marine  wolf  and  lamb  rush  past  the  steamer’s  course.  The  tuna  dart  like 
so  many  silver  arrows,  suddenly  turn  over  and  descend  upon  their  prey,  sending  others  whirling 
into  the  air.  The  traveler  has  been  so  captivated  by  this  unique  spectacle  that  all  at  once  he 
finds  himself  close  to  the  outlines  of  the  Catalina  range,  but  recently  the  haunt  of  the  mountain 
goat,  now  a  resort  for  the  traveler  from  afar  and  the  Californian,  summer  and  winter  alike. 

A  natural  sanitarium,  in  mid-winter  a  flower  garden,  in  summer  never  uncomfortably  warm, 
July  temperature  at  Avalon  averages  65°.  Santa  Catalina  provides  in  the  “  Metropole  ”  an 
excellent  hotel  of  modern  appointments,  also  smaller  hostelries,  cottages  and  boarding 
houses,  beside  the  canvas  city  of  the  summer  camp.  There  are  golf  links,  fishing  clubs,  the 
great  hunting  preserve,  bathing  houses,  a  dancing  pavilion,  the  famous  coach  ride  over  the 
mountains  to  the  Isthmus,  14  miles,  daily  boat  excursions  and  private  yachting  parties  to  the 
Sea  Lion  Rookery,  the  Sphinx,  Mounts  Orizaba  and  Black  Jack,  Moonstone  Beach,  etc.  The 
Aquarium  and  Zoological  Station  present  a  remarkable  display  of  living  plants  and  animals  of 
the  surrounding  sea.  From  the  glass-bottomed  boat  may  be  seen  the  wonders  of  the  Pacific 
deep,  of  aquatic  life  in  its  aborigine  intimacy,  untouched  by  the  all-destroyer  man — shell- 
encrusted  rocks,  gracefully  balancing  sea-weed,  uncouth  fish,  red,  green,  orange,  blue,  gold, 
zigzagging  leisurely  among  the  foliage  and  weird  reflections  of  the  transparent  bottom. 

The  newest  among  the  attractions  is  the  Island  Mountain  Railway.  As  you  ascend  the 
steep  grade  of  the  incline,  so  enhances  the  beauty  and  range  of  the  vision,  till  at  the  summit 
the  grandest  panorama  unfolds  over  the  moon-shaped  bay,  the  ocean  and  the  many  spurred 
mountain  range  of  the  island.  Descending,  the  railway  lands  you  at  Lover’s  Cove,  whence  you 
may  return  to  Avalon  on  foot,  or  over  the  marine  gardens  by  the  glass-bottomed  boat. 
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